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FIELD OF THE INVENTION 



This invention lies in the field of advertising or information media, that is, 
media or means for canying an advertising message or information, optionally 
also useful as a guide or for convenience when moving around in conditions 
of poor visibility. The invention Is applicable In dark places or places that have 
poor lighting. Examples of such places are cinemas, theatres, night-clubs, 
bars, lounges, coffee shops, outdoor venues with slight, poor or non-existing 
lighting and there are others. 

BACKGROUND 



Places that are dark or have poor lighting present special requirements for 
advertising. An example is in cinemas and theatres, where the house lights 
15 are dimmed after the show begins. While advertising space is already 
occupied in the entrance and foyer and of course is projected onto the screen 
In cinemas, advertising within the darkened auditorium Is not provided for. The 
seating often has cup holders for convenience of patrons, but these ar© not 
easily visible in the semi-dark, reducing their convenience. 



THE INVENTION 



A means for advertising and/or for enhanced convenience In darkened 
conditions In accordance with this invention, includes a means of emitting a 
25 fluorescent, phosphorescent, luminescent, bio-luminescent, incandescent or 
other source of visible light or illumination, or other means that will glow in the 
dark, provided on a substrate, preferably independent of any means of 
conveying power to it, that has a clamping, connection or mounting means for 
attachment or mounting on a convenient position or surface. 



In accordance with the preferred embodiment of the Invention, the substrate 
and clamping means are adapted for connection to a mug, bowl, bottle or cup 
holder. The cup holder may be one provided in an auditorium of a cinema or 
theatre, generally mounted on a seat anm-rest. The cup holder Is used to ease 
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drinking of a beverage, by the patron during a show. This not only provides an 
advertising or promotional message, but also conveniently indicates a position 
of the cup holder, in the dark or semi-dark. The visibility provided by the glow 
may also assist in persons moving to or from their seats in the darkened 
5 auditorium, for example. 

The substrate may be provided with a surface application analogous to a 
printing process, spray application, vacuum or electrostatic mist application, 
silk screening. Impregnating or any other technique of providing the source of 
10 visible light. Pattems may be conveniently provided by a die-cut cover sheet 
over a substrate that has the source of visible light. 

The substrate may be a film or foil or similar that is placed onto a backing, the 
filni or foil being replaceable, for example either to change an advertising 
15 message from time to time or to accommodate any tendency for the visibility 
to fade over time. Some materials, e.g. phosphorescent materials do have a 
limited life span. 

The substrate may be given a transparent or translucent cover, through which 
20 the visible light is viewed. This can be provided to protect the source (be it a 
chemical deposition or other source) of visible light firom being degraded or 
detracted from during use of a cup holder or other surfaces by a user of the 
facility. A translucent cover may be given a colour cast that provides a 
modification of the basic visible light radiation from the substrate. 

25 

In one embodiment of the invention, the substrate comprises a flexible foil, 
e.g. of a suitable polymeric material, that has a contact adhesive or other 
means of mounting and retaining it on a surface, carrying the source of visible 
light, that may be placed onto a cup holder that is, for example, attached to a 
30 chair armrest. The foil may be in a shape that creates a sunound or partial 
sunround around a recess into which a cup (or the like) is placed, to be held. 
This has an advantage of Indicating the position into which a cup has to be 
placed, In the daric. At the same time, according to the Invention, the 
advertisement is displayed visibly In a dari<ened theatre, for example. 



3 




In another embodiment of the invention, it includes a base that is rigid, has 
attachment or clamping means for attachment to a cup holder or the lil^e, the 
base adapted to support the substrate. This base may have a transparent 
S cover clipped onto it, of a kind as mentioned above. 

For example, four colours can be used that are effective as a source of light. 

The substrate and/or base are preferably shaped and in other respects 
carefully designed to satisfy engonomic requirements and considerations. In 
particular, where mounted on chair arm rests, chair spacing distances. are to 
be carefully accounted for in the design. Generally spacing between rows will 
be an important factor to take into consideration. Optionally right-hand and/or 
left-hand designs can be provided for. 

THE DRAWINGS 

The invention will be more fully described by way of example, with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, In which : - 

Figure 1 is a plan view of one embodiment. 

Figure 2 is a plan view of another embodiment. 

25 and 

figure 3 is a sectional elevation of the embodiment shown in figure 2. 
THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

30 

As shown in figure 1, the means 1 for advertising and/or for enhanced 
convenience in darkened conditions, includes a means 2 of emitting a 
fluorescent, phosphorescent, luminescent, bio-luminescent, incandescent or 
other source of visible light or illumination, or other means that will glow in the 
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dark, provided on a substrate 3, preferably independent of any means of 
conveying power to it. that lias a clamping, connection or mounting means for 
attachment or mounting on a convenient position or surface. 

5 In this case a phosphorescent paint is applied (e.g. by a silk screening 
process) to a substrate that is a vinyl foil with a contact adhesive underneath, 
that allows mounting on the rim of a cup holder (not shown) in a theatre. 
Extending from the rim, in this example. Is a handle that is covered by the part 
4 of the substrate, also carrying the glow In the dark material. The handle is 

10 attached to a chair arm-rest. 

As shown in figures 2 and 3, the means 5 for advertising and/or for enhanced 
convenience in darkened conditions, includes a base 6 that carries a means 
on its surface 7 of emitting a fluorescent, phosphorescent, luminescent, bio- 
15 luminescent, incandescent or other source of visible light or illumination, or 
other means that will glow in the dark, to be provided on a substrate (not 
shown) such as a vinyl foil, preferably independent of any means of conveying 
power to it. that has a connection means at 8 and 9 for attachment or 
mounting on an ann-rest of a chair. The connection means are holes at 8 and 
20 9 that can receives a tie (e.g. a plastic strip that has a hole through which the 
end of the strip can be passed and locked when pulled tight around a 
structural feature of the arm-rest. The base has a rim around its periphery that 
locates the foil and provides a recess to accommodate the foil. A lid 10 of 
transparent plastic is clipped over the base after a luminescent foil has been 
25 placed in to the base. The shape of the base is given an aesthetic aspect and 
an ergonomic functionality. An overiap lip 11 may be given to the cover along 
an arcuate part 12 of the base that is clamped the cup holder. 
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REFERENCE NURAERALS 

1 advertising means 

2 fluorescent advertising material 
S 3 foil substrate 

4 partof foil covering handle 

5 advertising means 

6 base 

7 upper surface of base 
10 8 hole for tie 

9 hole for tie 

10 clear plasticlid 

11 lip of lid 

1 2 arcuate part of base clamped to cup holder 
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